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MEDIA RELEASE
Thursday, 23 January, 2020

New management for Edwardstown Oval
Marion Council has terminated the lease of the Edwardstown Soldiers’ Memorial Community Club Board and will take over the management of the facility from Monday, 3 February.
 
However, it will be business as usual for the five sports clubs and other users that will continue to use the complex.
 
Council has taken the step after a review of the Board’s financial records and found it was trading insolvent.
 
The ESMCC was formally notified on Monday, 20 January. It has debts of more than $60,000.
General Manager City Development Ilia Houridis said Council decided to take over the running of the facility to protect ratepayers’ money and to secure the future of the complex. 
 
“Council acted swiftly. We took over the running of the club once we became aware that the Board was in financial difficulty,” Mr Houridis said.
“The Board has been served a termination notice so they will no longer run the facility. 
 
“Marion Council will manage the site while we explore future management options.”
 
Mr Houridis said the change can occur without disrupting the day-to-day operations of the five sporting clubs and other users.
 
“Sporting fixtures, training, venue hire and other activities can continue as normal,” Mr Houridis said.
 
A Board comprising members of the community and the clubs was set up in January last year with the support of Council to manage the club.
 
On 10 December 2019, Council received a confidential report expressing concern about the ESMCC’s financial position. 
 
Council resolved to give the ESMCC 10 days to produce their financial records. 
 
If they were found to be trading insolvent or the records could not be produced, Council would terminate the lease and take over management of the facility within a further 10 days.
 
The facility manager will report directly to the City of Marion.
 
Council owns the Edwardstown Soldiers’ Memorial Recreation Grounds and has a lease with the Edwardstown Soldiers’ Memorial Community Club Board.  
 
The clubs that use the site are: Edwardstown Bowling Club, Edwardstown Football Club, South Road Cricket Club, Meteors Triathlon Club, and South Coast Cycling Inc.
Contact: Craig Clarke, Communications Manager, City of Marion, 0434 600 637
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