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MEDIA RELEASE
EMBARDOED: 1pm, Saturday 26 January, 2019


Australia Day honours
A volunteer who runs monthly dinners for people with intellectual disabilities and a footy club that broke a two-year match winning drought to lift the premiership have been recognised in the City of Marion’s Australia Day awards.

Mayor Kris Hanna presented the awards at a special Australia Day ceremony at Marion RSL on Saturday, 26 January.

The City of Marion Australia Day Award winners are:

· Citizen of the Year – Emilie Ripinskis
· Young Citizen of the Year – Chelsea Long
· Community Event of the Year – Marion Markets

· Sportsperson/team of the Year – Marion Football Club

In front of about 250 family members and guests, Mayor Hanna congratulated the winners for their outstanding service to the community.
Mayor Hanna said Emilie Ripinskis, 69, who runs a support group for the intellectually disabled at Marion-Warradale Uniting Church, was transforming people’s lives. 

“Emilie is a passionate volunteer. She helps people with intellectual disabilities enjoy everyday life by teaching money handling, household chores and crafts,” Mayor Hanna said.
“Emilie is bringing people with intellectual disabilities together at social events and putting a smile on their faces.”

Mayor Hanna said Marion Football Club, which formed in the 1950s, had turned around a two-year losing streak to win the Southern League A-Grade Premiership. 

“The Rams have shown you may be down, but you’re never out, and their success is a lesson to all sports people.
“The Marion Markets have attracted tens of thousands of people over the years and raised significant sums of money to improve sports facilities. 

“While the markets have sadly closed, Council is working to bring them alive again. 
“I’d like to congratulate Chelsea Long for overcoming severe dyslexia to become a role model for other young people through her volunteer work and achievements, particularly with Ascot Park Scouts.”
Mayor Hanna congratulated all nominees for their contribution to the community.
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