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MEDIA RELEASE
Tuesday, 6 March, 2018 

LED lights turn Marion green
Replacing all 8525 street lights in Marion with LED energy-efficient globes will start this week as part of a campaign to cut electricity costs, reduce emissions and green the city.

The initiative is expected to cut energy use by 75 per cent, saving ratepayers about $10 million over the project’s 20-year span.

It coincides with Marion consulting with the community over planting 30,000 trees throughout the city over the next decade.

Deputy Mayor Janet Byram said the replacement program was part of the City of Marion’s commitment to the environment.
“Switching to LED lighting will save ratepayers’ money, help protect the environment and will improve visibility on roads and footpaths,” Ms Byram said.

“Carbon emissions will be reduced by more than 1600 tonnes a year.
“Replacing our street lighting and planting 30,000 street trees is a significant step towards making our city environmentally friendly.”

SA Power Networks has been contracted to install the lights at a cost of $3.1 million 

with the rollout occurring in stages starting with Glandore. 
Ms Byram said: “We will keep the community informed of the rollout via the Council website.”
The installation is expected to be completed by 2021.

Marion, Mitcham and Charles Sturt Councils have also joined forces to become the first local government consortium in Australia to benefit from the creation and sale of Australian carbon credits from LED street lighting. 

Replacing the old and inefficient street lights will result in Marion Council selling up to $11,000 worth of carbon credits each year.

Street lighting is the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions by local government in Australia.
Ms Byram said combining with other councils on carbon credit trading was forward-thinking.

“Partnering with Charles Sturt and Mitcham Councils to sell carbon credits is a ground-breaking move,” Ms Byram said. 
“Marion Council is excited to be part of a forward-thinking, Australia-first scheme.” 
Earlier this month, Marion joined Holdfast Bay, Mitcham and Onkaparinga Councils and the State Government in committing to tackle the impacts of climate change in the southern region.

Contact: Craig Clarke, Unit Manager Communications, City of Marion, 0434 600 637 
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