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MEDIA RELEASE
Thursday, 19 March 2020
New measures to protect the community

Marion Council is introducing measures to protect the community and staff, and help contain the spread of COVID-19.

Chief Executive Officer Adrian Skull today announced Council is suspending public access to some facilities while working to continue the delivery of important services to the community.

“I want to assure the community that we are working hard to manage this ever-changing situation,” Mr Skull said.

“We activated our Incident Management Team this week to respond to this ever-changing health emergency and we are taking advice from the LGA and State and Federal health authorities.

“Many of our services to the community will continue as normal and people will not notice any change.

“However, to protect the vulnerable people and to comply with bans of 100+ people indoors, we will be suspending public access to our libraries and Neighbourhood Centres.
“We are recommending that the suspension stay in place until we are told it is safe to re-open. 
“Our main Administration building will remain open to serve the community.”

Mr Skull said staff and volunteers were being redirected to help the frail and elderly in the community.

“We will be offering frail and aged clients shopping support, delivering food and calling on them to check on their health,” he said.

Mr Skull said the Council was constantly reviewing services in light of latest health advice.

Among the changes:

Libraries, Neighbourhood Centres and other facilities

· Three public libraries – public access suspended from 4pm Saturday, 21 March.
· Four Neighbourhood Centres – from COB Sunday, 22 March.
· Marion Heritage Research Centre – from Monday, 23 March.
Other services
· Justice of the Peace services suspended 
· Social group activities for frail and aged, including exercise classes, social outings suspended

· Offering frail and aged clients shopping support, including staff shopping for them online and volunteers delivering the food 
· Staff calling aged and frail clients to check on their health
· Volunteers calling frail and aged clients for social chats to replace visits  

Events

The following events have been cancelled:

· Touch-a-Truck – April 22

· Anzac Day Youth Vigil – April 24

· Opening of new Morphettville Park Football Club facilities

Check the website for a full list of events that have been cancelled.

Council meetings

A Special Council Meeting will be held on Friday, 20 March, to discuss the response plan. We are encouraging the public not to attend. The next scheduled Council meeting is 28 April.

Contact: Craig Clarke Unit Manager Communications, 0434 600 637
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