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MEDIA RELEASE
Wednesday, 18 September 2019
First walkway sections set to re-open

Two sections of the Coastal Walkway are set to be re-opened as Marion Council continues to assess and repair the 20-year-old structure.

Marino Rocks Boat Ramp and Marine Parade, Marino – a combined 140 metres of walkway – are scheduled to re-open next month after being temporarily closed for repairs since June.

Council will next week receive a report providing an update on the engineering investigations.

A 2.5km section of the 8km walkway has been temporarily closed since June as a safety precaution following an engineering audit.

Structural engineers are progressively inspecting 560 footings and the wooden structures across 12 sites between Marino Esplanade and Peera Street, Hallett Cove.

Investigations have involved looking at the earthworks, geotechnical inspections and an assessment of each structure to determine its condition before repairs are made.

Acting General Manager City Development Fiona Harvey said Marino Rocks and Marine Parade sites can be re-opened soon based on these investigations.

“The walkway is a popular local attraction and we’re working with engineers to progressively assess and repair the sites and re-open them where we can,” Ms Harvey said.

“Diversions have been set up so people, where possible, can continue to enjoy the trail and the stunning coastal views.”

Ms Harvey said a detailed report will be brought to Council in November, detailing the cost of future repair work and when the sections are likely to be re-opened.

“Our priority is to ensure the safety of people using the walkway and we will only re-open sections once repairs have been completed and engineers advise us it is safe,” Ms Harvey said.

The investigations have concluded the coastal cliffs are a fragile environment for the walkway. Stormwater runoff combined with erosion and climate change have had an extreme impact on the structures’ footings.

An increase in extreme weather events combined with more people using the walkway is expected to exacerbate the erosion issues.

“Aerial photographs show the real impact of stormwater, erosion and climate change on the coastal walkway over many years,” Ms Harvey said.

She said these issues will be addressed as part of a broader Coastal Walkway Asset Management Plan to be provided to Council in 2020.

Ms Harvey said Council will continue to keep the community informed.

“We have installed signage on the walkway, sent flyers to local residents and user groups and placed advertisement in the media,” Ms Harvey said.

Residents are advised to check the City of Marion website and Facebook page for updates.

Contact: Craig Clarke Unit Manager Communications, 0434 600 637
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