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MEDIA RELEASE
Friday, 27 November, 2020 
SA’s first “high-tech” playground unveiled

Marion Mayor Kris Hanna will unveil South Australia’s first “high-tech” playground at Dwyer Road Reserve, Oaklands Park, 10am, this Saturday, 28 November.

The playground is the centrepiece of the new Oaklands Smart Precinct which includes 

walking and cycling paths linking residents, visitors and commuters to the nearby Oaklands Station and Marion’s retail and entertainment precinct.

The pilot project showcases the latest technology, including shelters with solar panels where people can charge phones, and a barbecue that alerts staff how often it is used to ensure sufficient cleaning. 

The playground includes “The Spider” – South Australia’s first climbing frame to contain interactive games - swings a slide, as well as a 3-on-3 basketball and netball court. 

It is the first “smart” precinct in South Australia to use technology to gather data which shows how often and when people visit the reserve and use the playground equipment.

The playground includes:

· An electronic multi game “dance pad” for kids and adults to activate sound and lights by jumping on coloured lights

· Interactive screen that provides community information on events, community facilities and public transport timetables

· Sensors to track the use of play equipment, including swings, basketball ring, slide

· Sensors on a recycling bin to measure how often it is used

· Weather station and soil moisture probes that activate the irrigation system as required 

· New turf variety planted that has been documented to consume 38 per cent less water

· Sensor activated lighting on paths to improve safety and reduce carbon emissions

The Oaklands Smart Precinct was this week nominated for a prestigious 'Future of Place' national award. 

Digital signs directing drivers to parking spaces near the reserve and Oaklands Station will be activated in mid-December. 

The reserve has also been expanded. 

The improvements are part of Council’s $5 million investment in the area.

The Federal Government provided an additional $867,500 of funding from the Department of Infrastructure, Regional Development and Cities Building Our Future for the technology to gather data to be used to improve our services to the community.

The next stage of work will be undertaken from July to November next year and include extending the shared walking and cycling path from Dwyer Road to Trott Gove. 

A pedestrian crossing is proposed to be installed from Trott Grove to Warracowie Way.

Marion Mayor Kris Hanna said: “Dwyer Road Reserve will be an exciting playground for young and old to explore, as well as connecting Oaklands Station with Marion’s premier cultural and retail centre.”

 
“Using technology to measure how and when people use the facilities will give Council the best data ever to know how people like to use our reserves, so we can build them more of what they want.
 
“Ï thank the Federal Government for their additional investment in the area.”
Federal Member for Boothby Nicolle Flint said the new Oaklands Smart Precinct is one of the first of its kind, with high-tech features that all age groups can enjoy.
“The precinct will contain an interactive screen that provides community information on events, facilities and public transport timetables.”

“The Oaklands Smart Precinct was nominated for a prestigious 'Future of Place' national award, which is a testament to everyone that was involved with the development of this centre. 
“This technology is shaping the way we build our cities and I could not be more excited about what it will provide to our local community,” Ms Flint said.

“This Smart Precinct also brings many environmental benefits, including new turf that is estimated to consume 38 per cent less water.

“With the completion of the Smart Precinct, residents and visitors will now have a clear link between the Marion retail and cultural precinct and the recently completed $174 million Oaklands Crossing Upgrade, a key commitment delivered the Federal and State Governments and the City of Marion.”

Community opening event:

When: 10am, Saturday, 28 November
Where: Dwyer Road Reserve, Dwyer Road, Oaklands Park. 

What: Speech from Marion Council Mayor Kris Hanna, reveal of plaque. Blessing of playground by Assistant Priest St Elizabeth of Hungary Anglican Church Reverend Marian Giles, Chief Priest Sri Ganesha Temple Sri Skandarajah Kurukkal. Children playing on equipment.
Contact: Craig Clarke Unit Manager Communications, 0434 600 637
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