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MEDIA RELEASE
Tuesday, 24 July 2015
Marion salutes its community heroes

A 15-year-old boy who won three medals in the National Para Table Tennis Championships, a Marion Life volunteer of 19 years, and an environmental group aiming to plant 11,000 seedlings at Oaklands Wetland are among 35 recipients of this year’s Unsung Heroes Awards. 
The awards pay tribute to individuals and groups for their community spirit and contribution to sports, the environment and business. 

The awards will be presented by Mayor Kris Hanna in front of families and friends at a ceremony at the Marion Cultural Centre on Thursday, 26 July.

Mayor Hanna said this year’s event put the spotlight on the people who give their time to help others.
“It’s an honour to celebrate the people who go the extra yard to make our community special,” Mayor Hanna said.  
“John Chandlett who has volunteered for Marion Life, distributing food and blankets to people in need sums up the spirit of the awards.

“To hear about the achievements of the young champion para table tennis player, Toby Mills, is inspiring.
“I would like to thank all the awardees whose efforts make Marion a special place to live.”

Ninety-year-old Edward McAvaney will be recognised for his contribution to Australian rules football in founding Mitchell Park Football Club, which this year celebrates its 50th anniversary. 
Other awardees include five Meals on Wheels volunteers with a combined service of 103 years.

The Friends of Sturt River Landcare Group are seeking to add 11,000 seedlings to Oakland Wetland, in addition to the 55,000 the group has already planted.

Edwardstown Rotary Club, which has donated $64,000 towards two playgrounds, will also receive an award.

Contact: Craig Clarke, Unit Manager Communications, City of Marion, 0434 600 637 

