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MEDIA RELEASE
Tuesday, 24 July, 2018
Concept for new sports club released
Concept designs of the new Morphettville Park Sports Club released this week show the 50-year-old site transformed into a modern facility.

The $1.89 million redevelopment includes new clubrooms with male and female changing rooms, kitchen, bar, dining, medical and umpires’ rooms and storage areas.

The club is regularly used by more than 800 Australian rules footballers, cricketers, netballers and supporters, and is facing increased demand. 

The club is home to about 165 female Australian rules footballers, but does not have women’s changing rooms. 

Mayor Kris Hanna said the project underlined Council’s commitment to upgrading sports and community facilities.   
“Morphettville Park Sports Club will be an exciting, modern building for present and future generations,” Mayor Hanna said.

“The clubrooms will meet AFL guidelines and provide quality facilities for use by sports people and the community.

“The new centre will support the growth of women’s football at junior and senior levels. This continues Council’s revitalisation of sports and community facilities. 
“Council is pleased to reveal the designs to the local community and invite people to provide feedback by 15 August.”
The project will create 27 new jobs during construction.

A flyer, including a survey, will be distributed to about 500 households around the centre. The survey will also be available online at makingmarion.com.au 

People can speak to the project team about the plans at a drop in session at the clubrooms from 11am to 1pm on Saturday, 11 August. 
Work will include demolishing and rebuilding the existing clubrooms, which will more than double in size from 445 sq m to 900 sq m. 
This will require the permanent, partial closure of a portion of Quinn Street from Regan Avenue to Denham Avenue. 
Car parking is currently being reviewed. 

A study is being undertaken into increasing the size of the oval by realigning it. This could require changes to traffic movement and on street car parking along Denham and Cobham Avenues.  
Council is providing $1.3 million of funding, the Office for Recreation, Sport and Racing $500,000, and the SANFL $50,000. Funding is being sought for the additional $40,000. 
Building work is expected to begin in early 2019 and take nine months. 
Women’s football is one of Australian’s fastest growing sports with more than 6700 players registered in South Australia.

Nine players from Morphettville Park Football Club’s women’s team represented the Adelaide Crows women’s team during last year’s inaugural women’s AFL season and played a part in the grand final triumph over Brisbane.

Morphettville Park Sports Club president Troy Rosser said: “Everyone at the club is excited by the upgrade, which will bring us into the 21st century.”

“The new facility will help attract more players, and is particularly important given the rapid expansion of women’s sport.”

The site is used by Morphettville Park football, cricket and netball clubs. The centre doesn’t have netball facilities but the club uses it for functions.  

Contact: Craig Clarke, Unit Manager Communications, City of Marion, 0434 600 637 
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