FINAL PLAYGROUND DESIGN
The design for the playground upgrade includes:
* A kangaroo themed nature play trail
* New playground equipment
* Refurbished existing practice basketball court
* New drink fountain
Increased seating opportunities
New garden beds
Biodiversity planting surrounding the playground

SITE HISTORY

The kangaroo has appeared throughout the site’s history as
a reoccurring theme which has been incorporated into the
playspace design and play experiences.

Pre-settlement: The site was located close to a small stream
that connected into the Sturt River called Viaduct Creek. These
waterways were important habitat for the Western Grey Kangaroo.

1830-1870s: The Kangaroo Inn was a landmark located directly
east of Graham Watts Reserve. It was one of the only public
houses along South Road at this time hosting public events and
providing a rest stop for settlers making the journey from Adelaide
to Willunga.

1870s: Henry Daw was a butcher who purchased the land and
named it “Kangaroo Grove” in memory of the old Kangaroo Inn.

1955-1996: Marion High School was established on this site. It
was the only bi-lingual school in the state at the time for migrant
children. The high school had a zoo which was home to different
native animals including kangaroos to help students learn about
native fauna.

2007: The existing playground was opened and named after
former City of Marion councillor, Graham Watts, to honour his
service over two decades and his contributions to the community.

BIODIVERSITY

The site provides a great opportunity to increase biodiversity by
reintroducing plant species that were once present and creating
habitat opportunities for small native bird species that are thought
to be in decline.
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