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1. Introduction 
 
This report summarises the community consultation undertaken on the draft concept plan for the 
development of First Avenue Reserve. 
 
First Avenue Reserve is located at 10 -12 First Avenue in Ascot Park. 
 
The playground at the reserve was installed in 1994 and consists of the following facilities: swings, 
multistation, gazebo with seating, barbecue and an open grassed area. 
 
First Avenue Reserve playground has reached its useful life expectancy and is in need of an upgrade. 
  

2. Consultation Program 

The purpose of the engagement was to inform the community members of the draft concept for First 

Avenue Reserve and seek their feedback. The consultation survey was open for 3 weeks from 22 

November 2017 to 13 December 2017.  

The survey was made available on line at www.makingmarion.com.au/first-avenue-reserve. 

The community were informed about the survey in the following ways: 

 A hard copy flyer was delivered to approximately 1000 households within a radius of roughly 
400m of the reserve outlining the period of consultation. 

 Social media posts were placed on the City of Marion Facebook page. 

 An onsite consultation with the local community was undertaken on 2 December 2017 at 
1.30-2.30pm, which was attended by approximately 7 people. 

 

3. Consultation Overview 

Community members were invited through the online survey to provide feedback on the draft 
concept plan for Bandon Terrace Reserve. 

As a summary, during this 3-week consultation period Council received: 

 7 electronic responses from Making Marion. 

A full summary of all responses to each question is provided within this report. Responses have been 
listed as worded by the respondent. For privacy reasons, respondents’ details have not been 
included. 

4. Consultation Findings 

Overall, the draft concept plan for First Avenue Reserve has been well received and responses were 
very constructive. In summary: 

 A total of 16 visits were recorded between the 3 week period to the project’s Making Marion 
web page where survey tools including the Draft Concept and Precedent Images were 
available for viewing.  

 A total of 7 responses to the survey were received.  

 Please see below for the results of this survey. A hard copy of the survey can be found in 
Attachment 1. 
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5. Summary of feedback received  

The table below identifies some of the concerns and issues raised regarding the playground upgrade 
and how the feedback was considered when finalising the concept design.  

 

Overall summary of key themes received  

Key Theme No. times 

issue raised 

Design Response 

Place fencing (or structure plantings) 

adjacent road boundary to prevent 

children running on road due to 

traffic concerns 

2 

Mounding and planting has been used to create 

a natural barrier to the road. A break in the 

planting is required to allow maintenance 

vehicle access to the reserve.  

 

Councils Traffic Engineer investigated the traffic 

conditions in the street and considered if any 

traffic control devices were required to reduce 

speeds. Following the traffic survey, it was 

determined that road is operating satisfactorily. 

Traffic counters will be installed again following 

the reserve upgrade.  

As a result of site observation, a number of 

possible solutions have been investigated.  

Subsequently, the following treatments will be 

undertaken: 

•   The “Play Ground” sign located in front of 

the property at NO. 9 First Ave is so close to 

the reserve. It should be noted that the 

desired distance between the sign and 

reserve should be 30m. Therefore, the sign 

will be relocated.  

• The existing broken white line will be 

replaced with solid white centre line 

(Length: 41.4m).  

• The damaged signs will be renewed. 

More play equipment (including 

slides, sandpit, see-saw, climbing 

ropes) 

1 

The reserve design has focused on nature play 

as the major play element. This was supported 

verbally at the on-site consultation and in the 

survey with ‘nature play and swinging’ being 

the most preferred elements in the design. The 

formal equipment selected (swinging and 

climbing) was supported in the survey results. 
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Remove barbecue 1 

At the on-site consultation there was verbal 

support for keeping the barbecue and 

confirmation that it was popular and well used. 

43% of respondents to the survey identified the 

BBQ as being an element that they most liked 

about the draft concept. 

Use recycled plastic for seating, 

shelter and tables 
1 

We will use a furniture style that is consistent 

with other reserves in the area. 

Plant/landscape for minimal 

maintenance 
1 

Plants have been selected that are native, hardy 

and have low water and low maintenance 

requirements. 

Shade over playground 1 
A shade sail is not within the asset service level 

of a local park and outside the budget.  

Request for basketball ring 1 

A basketball ring is not within the asset service 

level for a local park. A basketball hoop is 

available at nearby Yanyarrie Reserve or 

Edwardstown Oval. 

Provide drinking fountain 1 
There is a current drink tap which will be 

retained and updated with a new post.  

More equipment for adults such as 

exercise equipment or community 

garden. 

1 

A community garden needs to be managed and 

implemented by a community group.  If a 

suitable site is available there is a formal 

application process that residents can submit 

for approval. The site is limited in size for a 

formal community garden. A grove of citrus 

trees has been incorporated into the design. 

Ascot Park Primary School (within close 

proximity to the reserve) will be developing a 

community garden as part of their successful 

Fund My Neighbourhood project.  

Request for more lighting in street 1 

Councils Traffic Engineer confirmed that the 

current street lighting spacing meets the 

Australian Standards. 
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Q1 Overall, what is your level of support for the draft concept plan of the reserve playground? 
 

 
 
Summary of results:  
 
The pie chart above illustrates that 4 (57.1%) of the 7 respondents strongly support the proposed 
draft concept, whilst 1 respondent (14.3%) was in support and 2 (28.6%) respondents were neutral. 

Overall the draft concept has been well received by respondents with the majority in support. 

Q2. What elements do you most like about the draft concept for this reserve? (please select your 
top 3). 
 
 

 
Summary of results:  
 
The above bar graph indicates that the most liked aspects of the draft concept were nature play, 
swinging and climbing with the retention of the barbecue also being well received. 
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 Q3. Do you have any other comments or suggestions regarding the playground upgrade? 

 
All respondents provided a comment or suggestion regarding the playground upgrade. 

 
Summary of results: 
 

 My main concern is that there is no fence between the reserve and the road. Each workday 
evening, a number of cars cut between south road and marion road by driving down railway 
terrace and first avenue. These cars are often going at 50 km/h around the corner, so if a child 
ran onto the road it could end badly. I was also hoping that there would be more play 
equipment (such as slides, sandpits, see-saws, climbing ropes or those cool pedal bikes that 
run on tracks!) I am pleased that the bbq is staying and that there isn't a public toilet. 

 

 Keep it all simple and minimal maint. Use recycled plastic for seating, shelter, tables, NO bbq, 
NO fancy flowering plants, evergreen trees for shade, grassed area, hopefully this wont come 
anywhere near the $95,000 allotted, maybe better spent on fixing up Sturt Road with all those 
bloody potholes!! 

 

 The playground is currently not shaded rendering it impossible to use in the warmer weather 
as the equipment is burning hot. There needs to be more shade. 

 

 Please put in a basketball ring with a drinking fountain for older kids. I live across the road and 
there are a lot of teenagers in the neighborhood. 

 

 Something more for adults (i.e. exercise equipment, community garden). Better lighting also 
needed in the area and street as well - it gets very dark at night. 

 

 I like the concept. 
 

 I recognise you may not fence this to discourage off leash dogs however a way of structuring 
the bushes/wall to overlap so as to at least slow running children would be great. First avenue 
is getting more traffic already so we are aware of safety. 

 
4. Can we contact you if we wish to gain further information about playground planning? 
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Q5. Suburb 
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6. Social Media Post 
 
Social media posts were made on Facebook during the consultation period. There was a strong 
engagement on social media, reaching over 4000 people. Facebook posts and statistics are 
provided below.  
 
Date of Post: 28 November 2017 
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Date of Post: 11 December 2017 
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Date of Post: 13 December 2017 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We thank the community who took the time to provide their feedback and participate in the 
engagement process. 
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Attachment 1: Copy of Hardcopy Survey and Concept plan 
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